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supervision by the Institute, and a
Region Allocation Program Oversight
Committee was formed, the intent
being to “administer the Region
Allocation Program (RAP) and
evaluate the program’s effectiveness.”
The oversight committee has since
been quizzing regions and chapters,
trying to figure out what is going on in
chapters and regions.

>

In either case, is it not the members
money, to be used as the regions

or chapters determine? The Region
Allocation Program was a good
idea, but do we need an oversight
committee to decide if regions are
spending their money wisely?

Increased Participation of
Corporations

Another topic, which our board of
directors has discussed many times,
is corporate participation in CSI. To
put this in the proper perspective,
our bylaws state that “Firms or
corporations are not eligible for
membership” and I certainly do not
want to try to change the bylaws

to allow corporate membership.
However, it seems that we should

be able to allow companies to
participate in CSI without being
corporate members, and to show their
participation through use of the CSI
logo and some expression of their
relationship with CSI. This would
benefit both the company and CSI
by showing the company’s support
and by making CSI more visible. AIA
and USGBC have shown the value of
cooperation between companies and
organizations; it is time CSI stopped
trying to ignore the importance of
those companies that pay the bills.

We often have lamented the fact that
while ordinary people are aware of
AIA, they have no idea what CSI is.
And in only a few years, USGBC has

become possibly the most-recognized
construction organization. Should
CSI pursue greater participation

by companies? Should corporate
participation be acknowledged by
allowing companies to display the
CSI logo? Is it not time to gain more
visibility by promoting CSI through
every means possible?

Express Your Opinion

How are the Region Allocation
Program and corporate participation
related? They are not, but members
should take advantage of this year’s
annual meeting to express their views
on these subjects. Given a choice
between the two, members will be
better served by more visibility and
recognition than by an oversight
committee. And I believe it is a choice.
Board members have only so much
time, and the total time available is
much less than what it was. It is more
important than ever that the Board
focus on those things that will make
CSI more important and attract new
members, and avoid activities that
sound good but do not contribute to
the mission.

While it is too late to submit a
resolution, these and other issues still
may be brought to the annual meeting
as “Other Business.” The governance
amendment made it possible to bring
meaning to the annual meeting, so take
advantage of it to tell your board of

directors what you think is important! O

PResIDENT® from pg 2

of the US, from Honolulu to
Washington D.C., from Michigan to
Philadelphia. This past year we have
managed to keep in touch through
e-mails: exchanging ideas, random
thoughts, words of encouragement
and admiration. This group has
been a great little circle of friends,
who want nothing more than to be
a source of help for each other, for
which I am appreciative. In fact,

it has been going so well we are
going to introduce out in-coming
Presidents to the circle, in hopes
that the support will be continued.

Housekeeping Notes:

In just a few weeks CSI’s Annual
Convention will be taking place in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from
May 11 to 14. Do not miss out

on a wonderful opportunity to
both explore the birthplace of the
Declaration of Independence, and
all that CSI Institute has to offer.

Chapter members, do not forget,
when you attend an Annual
Convention, you ate eligible for
reimbursement for the registration
fees as long as the Chapter has
funds available.

In exchange, you are required to
attend the West Region Caucus,
the Institute’s Business Meeting, a
minimum of three seminars, and

a leadership training seminar. You
are also required to write an article
for the chapter’s newsletter (all of
which is not as painful as it sounds,
really).

Reimbursement requests (with
back-up and article attached)

must be turned in to the Chaptet’s
Treasurer (Marv Bamburg)

within 30 days of attending the
Convention. The same article needs

PRESIDENT o cont’d on pg 10
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to be submitted to the newsletter
editor (Rietta McCain) at the same
time.

This is not a bad deal, plus, you
get to meet some great people and
expand your network. Remember,
your network cannot grow without
investment. U

MiNuTES © from pg 5

Jim Morelan is doing some public
relations to newspapers.

Announcements

The San Francisco Chapter will
hold a leadership roundtable on
the 17th of April at the Sheraton
Fisherman’s Whatf, San Francisco.
Local Chapters will be invited. The
focus will be leadership training;

A meeting between the co-chairs
of the West Region Conference
was held and possible meeting sites
were discussed. The West Region
Conference will be added to the
Committee Reports.

Closing
The meeting was adjourned by
Hannah Moyer at 6:00 p.m. O

“He who has a why
to live can bear
almost any how.”

Friedrich Nietzsche

BucH NortEes: SpLINTERED HISTORY
By EDMUND BucH, csi

“A Splintered History of Wood, Belt-
Sander Races, Blind Woodworkers

& Baseball Bats” by Spike Carlsen
may sound like the title for a book

of casual reading rather than one

for technical content, and you would
be correct. However, in addition to
some of its almost “Ripley’s Believe

It or Not” kinds of topics, it contains
useful and entertaining chapters with
historical and otherwise interesting
information you did not realize you
need to know. It will be appreciated by
anyone who works with, or uses wood
in any way.

It seems as though there is not a wood
related topic that is not included. From
the mundane, like toothpicks; to the
essential, like the Louisville Slugger;

to the musical, like the Steinway

Grand and the Stradivarius violin; to
the archaic wooden water piping and
wooden railroad rails, to the comical
belt sander drag races of Tyrol Basin,
Wisconsin, Catlsen touches on them
all. He also includes fascinating
historical facts related to wood such as
the matter of “strategic timber” in the
17th and 18th Centuries. An example
of this is the straight and tall timber
that was essential to seafaring nations
for masts on their sailing ships. Maine,
in the Colonies was known for its
especially straight and tall trees which
England imported in vast quantities
for its ships. This is perhaps one
reason why England fought so hard to
keep the Colonies.

BucH Notes e cont’d on pg 11
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The broad range of wood species

is described in detail. From the
tropical iron woods weighing nearly
93 1bs/cubic foot, to balsa wood, and
bamboo (not a true wood), to Cuban
Mahogany costing neatly $200/ board
feet, and everything in between.

Oak is heralded as the champion of
all the woods. Its combination of
strength, density, workability, and the
beauty of its grain make it a favorite
of woodworkers, cabinet makers,

and ship wrights. Beyond these
attributes it was an essential food
source for Native Americans through
its bountiful production of acorns.
And there can be no argument on

the beauty of live oaks that dot the
California landscape whether you are a
woodworker or not.

The first precursor to trees appeared
about 450 million years ago. By 370
million years ago, these plants had
developed a vascular system in the
trunk connecting the roots and the
foliage. As water evaporates from
the leaves, water is pulled up from
the roots via cohesion between water
molecules passing through cells in
the trunk. This was the beginning of
what was to become a photosynthesis
machine.

Trees evolved into two groups:
hardwood and softwood. The former
characterized by enclosed seeds and
the latter by exposed seeds. Trees can
also be characterized by where they
grow: rain forest trees are mostly
hardwoods like ipe and mahogany and
since they grow continuously, they do
not exhibit growth rings; seasonal/
monsoonal trees produce some of

the densest and most beautiful woods
such as ebony and rosewood; the
temperate climates of Europe and
North America produce an abundance
of oaks, maples, pines, and firs to
name a few.

All wood consists of cellulose cells
held together by lignin. The cells
that carry water are called the xylem
and those that carry food, the sap,
are called the phloem. The amount
of lignin binding the cells together
determines the strength, hardness, and
flexibility of the wood. Both xylem
and phloem cells are produced in the
cambium zone, the slippery layer just
beneath the bark.

The various applications of wood in
construction are presented starting
with log cabin buildings. By the eatly
1800s, when steam replaced water
wheels as the source of power for
saw mills, the expansion of lumber as
a building material began in earnest.
This was accompanied by the advent
of machine made, mass produced
nails. By 1830 balloon framing arrived,
replacing timber post and beam
construction. Balloon framing took
advantage of the more economical
small dimension lumber fastened
together with mass produced nails.

By the 1940s the balloon framing was
replaced by platform framing, an even
faster and more economical method
for framing upper stories.

Nowadays, we do not associate

wood with large scale commercial

or institutional construction. But
until steel and concrete framed
construction became common in the
early 20th Century, wood was used
extensively for floor and roof framing,
often in combination with masonry
bearing walls. Large 19th Century
buildings were commonly founded on
wood pilings. Even the Empire State
Building in New York City, built in
1932, and more recently the Louisiana
Superdome in New Orleans are
supported on timber piling.

“A Splintered History of Wood” was
published by Harper Perennial in
2008. The book has 411 pages, some
with photographs but all written with
good humor. Q

CHEVRONS FOR SALE

For those of you
that have reached
the prestigious
point in your

CSI membership

where you have

been a member

for more than 10 years, 20
years, or 30 years, the CSI
chevrons are available. They
are $10.00 each, which
includes the hard costs and
shipping costs at the time they
were purchased.

Contact Julie Brown if you
are interested in purchasing a
chevron. She can be reached

at (408) 778-0633 or
julie@jkbspecs.com.

CHAPTER
EMAIL
NOTICES

Make sure you are receiving
all the latest news and
announcements from the
Chapter by updating your
email spam filters or safe lists
to include:

krista@aba-arch.com
webmaster@csiscv.org

This will help to ensure that
you get all communications
about upcoming events.
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY CHAPTER OF
THE CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE

presents a two seminar series:

Introduction to Specifications &
Project Delivery Methods: Effects on Specifications

Dates: Introduction to Specifications: Friday, April 30, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Project Delivery Methods: NEW DATE: Friday, May 28, 2010, 9 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Location: XL Construction
851 Buckeye Court
Milpitas, CA 95035
Continuing S T S These programs meet CSI/CEN and AIA/CES criteria for
Ed - Efad)ys Continuing Education.
ucation: 4!:,% ‘p,g "‘;& Participants will receive the following credits:
Fang

Introduction to Specifications:
0.7 CSI CEN Continuing Education Units
7.0 AIA Learning Units

Project Delivery Methods:
0.40 CSI CEN Continuing Education Units
4.0 AlA Learning Units

Instructor — John R. Guill, AlA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP

John R. Guill AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP is Director of Construction Technology for AXIA Architects in
Santa Rosa, CA, specializing in Construction Contract Administration, Specifications, Bidding and Quality
Control. He has over twenty-five years experience in a wide variety of educational, institutional and
industrial facilities for local, state and Federal government agencies as well as corporate and private
clients.

Since 2000, Mr. Guill has served on the faculty of Sonoma State University, where he teaches Construction
Contract Administration and Construction Specifying in the School of Extended Education’s Construction
Management Program. He is a regular presenter of continuing education programs on construction- related
topics and has received a number of awards and recognitions for architecture, construction specifications
and industry education, including honors by Construction Specifications Institute (CSl), the American
Institute of Architects (AIA) and the Coalition for Adequate School Housing (CASH).

Introduction to Specifications
8:30am.to9am. ..... Registration and Snacks

9am.to5pm. ... Seminar & Question/Answer
Lunch provided

Construction specifications are an essential part of
Contract Documentation. Learn how to specify
appropriate quality, enforce your design intent, how
to coordinate specifications with drawings, hints,
tops, tricks ad key language for preparing
professional specifications. Tour the CSI formats
and understand the use and preparation of Master
Guide Specifications and the process of preparing
a Project Manual.

Project Delivery Methods:
Effects on Specifications

8:30to9am. ........ Registration and Snacks
9am.to1pm..... Seminar, no lunch

Construction specifications for different or non-
traditional Project Delivery methods can require
use of specialized documents and highly
customized administrative procedures. Learn
about various Product Delivery methods, how the
roles of the parties vary between methods, what
contract types are available for use and how to
craft specifications and administrative
procedures appropriate to the contract type and
delivery method.

- Registration on reverse -




Mail in registration information below with payment today

Pay in advance or at the door. Checks payable to: “CSl — Santa Clara Valley”

Introduction to Specifications: Friday, April 30, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Project Delivery Methods: Friday, May 28, 2010, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Registrant:

Company Name:

Complete Address:

Email Address:

Phone: Fax:

| authorize the CSI to charge my credit card in the amount
of: $

Cardholder’'s Name:

Credit Card #

Exp. Date MC Visa

Signature:

Registration Fee:

Introduction to Specs: ......... $135.00
Project Delivery Methods: ......$75.00
Both Seminars: .................. $190.00

Sorry, no refunds for no-shows.

Send registration & payment to:

CSI Santa Clara Valley

1176 Lincoln Avenue

San Jose, CA 95125

Email: maia@mba-architects.net

QUESTIONS? Call 408-297-0288

Attach a list of additional attendees with email
addresses.

- Registration on reverse -




“We need to talk.”

ot

It’s not funny when it happens to you.

PROTECT YOUR PROJECT WITH AIA CONTRACT DOCUMENTS. No one likes to be left pointing the finger.
Having the right contracts in place can reduce risks, prevent conflicts and with our new Integrated Project
Delivery (IPD) Multi-Party Agreement, create more successful collaborations. Easy to use, widely accepted
and balanced fairly for all parties involved — get off to a smart start with AIA Contract Documents.

NEW DOCUMENTS INCLUDE IPD MULTI-PARTY AND FEDERALLY FUNDED PROJECT AGREEMENTS.
To learn more, call 800-242-3837, visit aia.org/contractdocs or follow us on Twitter @AlANational.

Get the NEW VERSION AIA Contract Documents’

at aia.org/contractdocs THE INDUSTRY STANDARD.




